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CENTER COMPONENTS

The Vertical Farm will be an indoor aeroponics agro-business that is based in the Joliet, Illinois

area. The ideal space would be a 2,600 square foot building that will have 1,900 square feet of

grow space, and 700 square feet devoted to a modern farm stand. The modern farm stand

will provide guests with direct access to fresh produce. This is a one-of-a-kind experience will

be unique to this area. The modern “farm stand”, will be both a retail and educational space.

The community where the farm will be in business will allow easy access to the fresh

produce.

FROM PARTNERSHIPS TO WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Not only will the Urban Ag Center provide fresh fruit and vegetables year round to business

and consumers, students and those looking to enter the  Urban Agriculture workforce will be

able to gain the skills and knowledge necessary to work in this field. The ideal model will have

students in grades 3rd-12th create their own business with urban agriculture as the

foundation. They will gain financial, agricultural, and computer literacy skills and engage in

hands-on workshops.  Adults entering the urban agriculture workforce will be able to earn

college credits  and learn practical skills through internship opportunities. 



We see the value of
growing our business

through multiple
partnerships. We will place

our efforts in growing our
clients, consumers,

students and workforce.
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SMART GOALS

Business Partnerships

Consumers

Education

Workforce Development

Our focus is on 4 key components at the

Urban Ag Center:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Our goals will be specific, measurable,

achievable, relevant, and timely. 



THERE'S NO WHERE TO

GO BUT UP

Indoor aeroponics or hydroponics vertical

farming is rapidly growing in the world today.

The fundamental advantage of vertical

farming is the ability to control the growing

environment. For example, through vertical

farming you can control temperature, levels of

light and shade, irrigation, fertilizer

application, and atmospheric humidity. This

type of farming allows for year round growth

regardless of climate or region. 

MISSION AND VISION
The Urban Ag Center will be a sustainable

Agro-business that will provide high quality

produce to businesses and consumers 

through a hyperlocal farming market.

 

In addition to this, the Urban Ag Center will   

provide hands-on education and job

training through partnerships with local

educational institutions.
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MEET THE INNOVATORS

NATAL I E  COLEMAN JANEL LA  CURT I S

Born and raised in Joliet, Illinois Natalie Coleman
has found that her desire to give back and help
shape the next generation has brought her
experiences as an educator, entrepreneur and
philanthropist together. She currently owns and
operates After the Peanut, a STEM Education
Company as well as After the Peanut Foundation. 
She has over 15 years of experience in education
and is a combat veteran having served as a
Military Police Officer in the Illinois Army National
Guard.
 
Natalie  believes that innovation, creativity,
communication and collaboration can lead to a
more productive and empathetic world where all
people can grow. She is a proponent of global
thinking, embracing change, inspiring the next
generation, and solving problems through the lens
of equity and design thinking. 
 
Follow her on Facebook @nataliecoleman

Native to San Diego, CA, Janella Curtis has a
mixed heritage of African American and
Mexican roots. She was raised in a single parent
household in San Diego with her
mother and two sisters where she became an
independent thinker at a young age. 
 
Now a staunch community development advocate
and former aldermanic candidate,
Janella Curtis founded Green Tech Summer
Camp, a summer employment program
that teaches young people principles of
horticulture and coding as well as business soft
skills. Janella was inspired to organize
and implement a program that would expose
inner-city youth to urban agriculture and
computer programming - both highly in-demand
industries for the coming future. To this end she
has plans to create Vertical Farms in urban areas
on a national level.
 
Follow her on Facebook @janellacurtis


