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CENTER OVERVIEW

The Urban Agriculture Center will provide fresh produce to communities in the Joliet
Illinois area. This will reduce the impact on vulnerable populations living in food deserts,
which will contribute to reducing childhood obesity and create positive health outcomes.
The Center  will provide families with direct access to fresh produce year round. This
one-of-a-kind experience will be unique to this area. The Center will be both a
community resource and educational space. Families visiting the Center will be able to
learn about gardening, healthy food choices, and meals that can be prepared from the
produce they receive. Students will be able to learn about STEM careers such as
robotics, agriculture, and structural engineering. 

URBAN AGRICULTURE LEADERSHIP

As a member of the Illinois Army National Guard, our Founder and CEO, Natalie Coleman
led a Company of over 200 troops and never lost a soldier as a Combat Veteran in Iraq.
In her return to the states, our CEO has developed programming that impacts
underserved communities and empowers educators to deliver engaging STEM
curriculum across the country. Combining her  passion, leadership, and knowledge of
curriculum design. After the Peanut was created to build strong leaders and provide
equitable solutions to engaging students in STEM. As a Candidate Elect for the Will
County Board, our CEO continues to seek positions that lead to lasting impacts and
foster real change. 
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YEAR ROUND AGRICULTURE

Indoor aeroponics or hydroponics vertical
farming is rapidly growing in the world today. The
fundamental advantage of vertical farming is the
ability to control the growing environment. For
example, through vertical farming you can
control temperature, levels of light and shade,
irrigation, fertilizer application, and atmospheric
humidity. This type of farming allows for year
round growth regardless of climate or region and
will be the primary growth mechanism at the
Center.

MISSION AND VISION
The Urban Agriculture Center will be a
sustainable facility that will provide high quality
produce to underserved communities.  
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